
Figures: 
Conflict

Wands: 
Caution

F I V E  O F  W A N D S
M I N O R  A R C A N A

Yes No Maybe

Names in Other Tarot Systems:
Golden Dawn: Lord of Strife

Tarot of Marseilles: Five of Clubs
Thoth: Strife

Yes/No Reading:
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Upright: Conflict, Imbalance, Competition, Tension, Rivalry, Disagreement 
The upright Five of Wands represents a time of competition, tension, and 
conflict. It signifies a period of clashes between different forces that hold differing 
opinions or goals, resulting in disagreements and struggles. These conflicts may 
occur in various settings, including personal, professional, or social contexts. This 
phase may make collaboration challenging, given the competing visions or goals. 
Despite the frustration and chaos that may arise, individuals should recognize 
that such challenges offer opportunities for growth. They encourage individuals  
to assert their beliefs and refine their ideas.

Although the Five of Wands portrays strife, it reminds us that conflict is a 
vital aspect of progress and development. By approaching these struggles 
constructively and considering them as opportunities to improve one’s skills  
or beliefs, individuals can emerge stronger and more capable of dealing with 
future challenges. The crucial factor is to approach disagreements with an open 
mind, seeking to understand the opposing view, rather than merely striving for 
victory. This approach ensures that any solutions derived are beneficial to all 
parties involved.

Reversed: Avoid Conflict, Resolution, Tension Release, Respecting Differences 
The Five of Wands in reverse signals a shift away from previously prevailing 
conflicts, tensions, and misunderstandings. Its presence may indicate a more 
harmonious atmosphere where disputes and disagreements are starting to be 
resolved. The card may also suggest a period of calm after the storm, with issues 
now confronted and settled, paving the way for improved communication and 
mutual understanding.

However, it is vital to remain alert to the possibility of repressed conflicts. 
Although everything may appear peaceful on the surface, unresolved issues  
could be brewing beneath, waiting to resurface. Avoidance or ignoring problems 
is not an effective solution. It is crucial to ensure that any disagreements are 
genuinely resolved and that the root causes are adequately addressed to  
prevent future discord.

M I N O R  A R C A N A :  F I V E  O F  W A N D S

NUMEROLOGY COUNTZODIAC
Aries, Leo,
Sagittarius

ELEMENT
Fire

PLANET
Saturn

55, 14



140 T A R O T O R I A L ®  E X P A N D E D

Upright Interpretations

General Reading: You’re facing challenges or disagreements. These can be 
internal or external, and while they may seem chaotic, they often serve to bring 
underlying issues to the surface.

Love Reading: Couples may find themselves bickering over minor issues. For those 
looking for love, it might represent competition or the feeling that you’re clashing 
with potential partners.

Health Reading: Stress might be taking a toll, or there might be competing ideas 
about the right course for treatment. It can also indicate internal struggles with 
lifestyle choices.

Career Reading: In a career context, expect challenges or competition. This might 
manifest as team disagreements, competing for a position, or differing views on a 
project’s direction. While it can be frustrating, navigating this conflict can lead  
to greater clarity.

Reversed Interpretations

General Reading: A a period of conflict or tension is ending. Conflicts are being 
suppressed or avoided, potentially leading to bigger issues later.

Love Reading: You’re resolving disagreements or letting go of petty arguments. 
If problems are simply being brushed under the carpet rather than genuinely 
addressed, they might resurface later.

Health Reading: There’s a reduction in stress or the resolution of conflicting 
health advice. It’s a reminder, however, to address the root causes of tension  
or discomfort.

Career Reading: There’s encouragement to collaborate rather than compete,  
but also a warning against avoiding necessary confrontations.
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ZODIAC: Aries (March 21 – April 19) is a Fire sign ruled by Mars. This sign 
embodies a determined, impulsive, and resolute energy.

Leo (July 23 – August 22) is a Fire sign ruled by the Sun. Leos are known 
for their self-assurance and innate ability to take the center stage in most 
situations.

Sagittarius (November 22 – December 21) is a Fire sign ruled by Jupiter. 
Sagittarians are often seen as the optimists of the zodiac, always looking 
at the brighter side of life.

QABALISTIC SEPHIROT: Geburah (Severity)

TIMING: July 22 – August 1

The heart of the card commonly shows five people each grasping a wand, 
embroiled in what appears to be an uncontrolled and unsynchronized battle. The 
central image encapsulates the essence of the struggle that arises from clashing 
concepts, personalities, or aspirations.

The backdrop of the card may differ depending on the deck, but it usually 
emphasizes the unpredictability and chaos of the situation. For example, some 
depictions may show a sky full of storm clouds, underscoring the idea of an 
external environment that is as turbulent as the internal struggle. The uneven 
ground upon which the figures stand indicates the unstable foundation or basis 
of the disagreement, pointing towards misunderstandings or a lack of clear 
communication as potential root causes.

The wands themselves are a crucial symbol in this card. The disorganized 
positioning of the wands in the card suggests that these energies are currently 
misdirected or not being used cohesively. It is a call for alignment, collaboration, 
and finding common ground amidst apparent chaos to harness the true power  
of these wands.

HERMETIC QABALAH Associated Hebrew Letter: Yod – Closed Hand 
(Deed, Work)

ELEMENT: Fire represents energy, creativity, and power. It is the realm of 
love, courage, and action. It is associated with Summer, the Suit of Wands, 
and the South cardinal direction.


