
K N I G H T  O F  S W O R D S
M I N O R  A R C A N A

Yes No Maybe

Names in Other Tarot Systems:
Golden Dawn: Prince of Swords

Tarot of Marseilles: Cavalier of Swords
Thoth: Prince of Swords

Yes/No Reading:

Plume:
Passion

Charging  
Pose: Energy

White Horse: 
Purity of Spirit

Sword: 
Power

Butterflies: 
Transformation
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Upright: Big Changes, Rebellion, Direct, Impulse, Defense of Beliefs, Ambitious 
The Knight of Swords represents someone with a sharp intellect, unyielding 
determination, and a readiness to tackle challenges head-on. When they set 
their sights on a goal, little can deter them from their path. Their mind operates 
precisely, and they can cut through confusion or deceit to get to the truth. They 
are fearless advocates for their beliefs and are not afraid to voice their opinions 
or stand up for what they deem right. Their approach is often direct and operates 
with a sense of urgency, sometimes coming across as impatient or hasty. 
 
However, their admirable assertiveness can sometimes verge on aggression,  
and their quickness to act might lead them to overlook crucial details. They  
may benefit from pausing, gathering more information, and considering  
the consequences of their actions. While they are undeniably effective in  
pursuing their goals, a touch of caution and strategy can lead to more  
sustainable successes.

Reversed: Lack of Direction, Restless, Unpredictable, Impulsive, Losing Control 
When the Knight of Swords appears reversed in a reading, it indicates someone 
acting impulsively, with a recklessness that can lead to mistakes or unintended 
consequences. They may need to be speaking without thinking, rushing into 
situations without a proper plan, or charging forward without considering 
the feelings and perspectives of others. This card suggests that their haste, 
impulsiveness, and potentially aggressive approach may result in conflicts, 
misunderstandings, or missed opportunities. 
 
The reversed Knight of Swords also serves as a reminder to slow down, reassess, 
and think things through. While they may be passionate about their cause or 
eager to make a point, finding balance is essential. It’s an invitation to harness 
their energy and intellect more constructively, ensuring that decisions are made 
with a clearer mind. They can approach challenges with more wisdom and 
foresight by taking a moment to pause, reflect, and strategize, leading to  
more favorable outcomes.
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NUMEROLOGY COUNTZODIAC
Gemini, Libra,

Aquarius

ELEMENT
Air

PLANET

43, 12
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Upright Interpretations

General Reading: The Knight of Swords represents boldness, ambition, and swift 
action. This card suggests that someone is charging forward with determination 
and clarity of purpose, sometimes even with a hint of recklessness.

Love Reading: In the realm of love, the Knight of Swords may symbolize an 
intense and passionate relationship or someone who pursues their romantic 
interest aggressively. The energy is thrilling but might also be fleeting.

Health Reading: In health readings, this card might indicate a need for quick 
action or a proactive approach. There’s a determination to tackle health  
issues head-on.

Career Reading: The Knight of Swords in a career context signifies swift actions, 
aggressive strategies, and the drive to succeed. It can also point to an upcoming 
challenge that requires decisiveness.

Reversed Interpretations

General Reading: In its reversed position, the Knight of Swords can signify 
impulsivity, rash decisions, or a lack of strategy. It warns of the potential pitfalls 
of acting without considering the consequences.

Love Reading: This card reversed suggests conflicts, arguments, or impulsiveness 
in a relationship. It may also warn of a partner who is hasty or inconsiderate.

Health Reading: It can signify neglecting health warnings, being careless about 
one’s well-being, or rushing into treatments without proper research.

Career Reading: This suggests potential hasty decisions that might backfire, 
conflicts at work, or being ill-prepared for challenges.
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ZODIAC: Gemini (May 21 – June 20) is an Air sign ruled 
by Mercury. The dual nature of Gemini embodies a mix of yin and yang, 
and Geminis often feel as though they have two distinct sides.

Libra (September 23 – October 22) is an Air sign ruled by Venus. Libras 
often strive for harmony and balance in their lives.

Aquarius (January 20 – February 18) is an Air sign ruled by Uranus. 
Aquarians are self-reliant, analytical, independent, clever, and optimistic.

QABALISTIC SEPHIROT: Tiphareth (Beauty)

TIMING: January 10 – February 8

The Knight of Swords card showcases a knight charging forward on their steed 
with a drawn sword, symbolizing determination, ambition, and action. The 
winds blow fiercely around them, perhaps indicating the challenges or conflicts 
they are rushing into or the speed at which they move. The turbulent sky in 
the background further underscores their mission’s urgency and potential 
recklessness. Their armor suggests they are prepared for battle, and their 
focused gaze indicates a single-minded pursuit of their objective. 
 
This card embodies a powerful energy of swift movement and determination. 
They don’t wait for things to happen; they make them happen. The Knight 
of Swords represents someone highly driven, often jumping into situations 
headfirst without fully gauging the consequences. Their passion and ambition 
can be commendable, but it can also lead them into unnecessary trouble. While 
they are known for their directness and sharp intellect, there’s also a warning 
here: the need to temper haste with wisdom to ensure that the path of  
action taken is swift, just, and well-considered.

HERMETIC QABALAH Associated Hebrew Letter: Waw – Hook, Nail 
(Connections, Secure)

ELEMENT: Air represents logic, intellect, and communication. The 
intangible element is considered to be active, masculine energy. It is 
associated with Spring, the Suit of Wands, and the East cardinal direction.


