
T E N  O F  S W O R D S
M I N O R  A R C A N A

Yes No Maybe

Names in Other Tarot Systems:
Golden Dawn: Lord of Ruin

Tarot of Marseilles: Ten of Swords
Thoth: Ruin

Yes/No Reading:

Yellow Sky:
Hope

Dark Sky:
Gloom

Prone Figure:
Defeat

Calm Water: 
Peace

Hand Gesture: 
Divine Blessing
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Upright: Defeat, Laziness, Rock Bottom, Deep Wounds, Loss, Crisis, Betrayal 
The Ten of Swords is a card of endings — often painful, sudden, and unexpected.  
It represents a situation that has reached rock bottom, where things seemingly  
can’t get worse. This card embodies betrayal, loss, or the culmination of  
unfortunate events. 
 
Despite the initial gloom, this card also signals release. The worst is over, and 
there’s a surrender to the universe, an acceptance of what has occurred. This 
acknowledgment is the first step towards healing and moving forward. 

While the card speaks of harsh realities, it also points out that once something 
has concluded, there’s space for a new beginning. It’s a reminder that after  
every ending comes a new dawn, even if it isn’t visible immediately. 

Reversed: Recovery, Survival, Regeneration, Mending, Moving Upwards 
The Ten of Swords reversed heralds a time of recovery. The darkness and pain that 
once seemed all-consuming begin to lift, and there’s a palpable sense of hope. The 
weight of past betrayals or disappointments no longer pins down the individual. 
Instead, there’s a newfound strength and determination to rise above. 
 
This position often suggests a period of introspection. There’s an understanding 
that while one may have faced betrayals or hardships, these experiences are also 
teachers. It signifies the journey of processing pain, understanding its origins, 
and working towards preventing future heartaches. 
 
The reversed Ten of Swords is like the first light after a long, treacherous night. 
While scars may remain, one realizes that one has survived the worst. It  
embodies the adage, “What doesn’t kill you makes you stronger.”
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NUMEROLOGY COUNTZODIAC
Gemini, Libra,

Aquarius

ELEMENT
Air

PLANET
Sun
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Upright Interpretations

General Reading: The Ten of Swords indicates a painful ending, betrayal, or the 
realization that a situation has reached its lowest point. It is the culmination of 
hardships, signaling that things cannot get worse and there’s only a way up  
from here.

Love Reading: In love, this card can signify the end of a relationship, feeling 
backstabbed or deeply hurt by a partner. It’s a realization that things may have  
come to an irrevocable end.

Health Reading: The Ten of Swords might point to feeling mentally or physically 
at a low point, possibly due to stress or other health complications. It’s a strong 
indication to seek help or make necessary changes.

Career Reading: Career-wise, the Ten of Swords can suggest a significant setback, 
end of a job or project, or feeling betrayed in the professional sphere.

Reversed Interpretations

General Reading: This position suggests recovery and the potential for rebirth. 
While the pain of the past may linger, there is hope and an opportunity to rise 
from the ashes and move forward.

Love Reading: The Ten of Swords reversed in love could indicate the beginning  
of healing after a heartbreak or the chance for reconciliation. Past wounds start 
to heal, and there’s potential for a fresh start.

Health Reading: Healing and recovery are the key themes. This might signify 
recuperation, improved mental well-being, or finding effective treatments.

Career Reading: There’s potential for new beginnings or unexpected 
opportunities following a career disappointment. It indicates resilience and 
bouncing back after a setback.
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ZODIAC: Gemini (May 21 – June 20) is an Air sign ruled 
by Mercury. The dual nature of Gemini embodies a mix of yin and yang, 
and Geminis often feel as though they have two distinct sides.

Libra (September 23 – October 22) is an Air sign ruled by Venus. Libras 
often strive for harmony and balance in their lives.

Aquarius (January 20 – February 18) is an Air sign ruled by Uranus. 
Aquarians are self-reliant, analytical, independent, clever, and optimistic.

QABALISTIC SEPHIROT: Malkuth (Kingdom)

TIMING: June 11 – June 20

At the center is a prone figure, with ten swords penetrating their back. This 
graphic portrayal serves to symbolize betrayal, defeat, or treachery. The figure’s 
posture indicates surrender and the conclusion of a conflict, whether internal 
or external. The swords that immobilize the figure highlight the cognitive or 
psychological aspect of this defeat. They could signify thoughts, beliefs, or 
external statements that have inflicted harm. The number ten, signifying the 
final stage of the suit, implies a culmination or completion of a cycle.

Frequently, the upper part of the card features a bleak or stormy sky, indicating 
the despair and despondency associated with this card. Nevertheless, numerous 
interpretations also integrate a brightening horizon or a suggestion of a 
sunrise in the distance — a sign of optimism and fresh starts that follow after 
a tumultuous time. The environment depicted is generally desolate or barren, 
reinforcing the themes of conclusion, emptiness, and devastation. However, this 
desolation can also connote a blank slate, ready for new beginnings to sprout 
once healing commences.

HERMETIC QABALAH Associated Hebrew Letter: Waw – Hook, Nail 
(Connections, Secure)

ELEMENT: Air represents logic, intellect, and communication. The 
intangible element is considered to be active, masculine energy. It is 
associated with Spring, the Suit of Wands, and the East cardinal direction.


