
Mountain: 
Challenges   

Sword: 
Intellect    

Plants: 
Regal, Growth   

Hand: 
Gift, Divine 

Power

Golden Drops: 
The Divine 

Clouds: 
Transformation

Crown: 
Authority 

A C E  O F  S W O R D S
M I N O R  A R C A N A

Yes No Maybe

Names in Other Tarot Systems:
Golden Dawn: The Radix of the Powers of Air

Tarot of Marseilles: Ace of Swords
Thoth: The Root of the Powers of Air

Yes/No Reading:
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Upright: Focus, Intellect, Breakthrough, New Ideas, Success, Sharp Mind 
You’re having a moment of revelation, intellectual power, and clarity. The 
confusion is dissipating, providing clear comprehension. This period calls for 
distinguishing between truth and falsehood, perceiving things as they are. Like a 
sharp sword, this card cuts through illusions, offers lucidity, and facilitates well-
informed choices. It recommends that the querent depend on their intelligence 
and logic to maneuver through the situation, signifying they have the necessary 
tools to solve the problem or make an important decision. 
 
Moreover, the upright Ace of Swords represents the triumph of justice or truth. 
It can be shown as someone standing up for their beliefs, revealing the truth, or 
serving justice. The card’s vigor is assertive and straightforward, highlighting 
the significance of open communication, honesty, and integrity. It reminds 
the querent that while truth and clarity are empowering, they also require the 
judicious use of power. This is the time to be decisive and equitable, to express 
oneself while recognizing the ramifications and effects of one’s words and deeds.

Reversed: Insults, Frustration, Brutality, Chaos, Clouded Judgment 
There’s a state of confusion or miscommunication. The card’s usual attributes of 
insight and intellectual clarity become obscured, resulting in misunderstandings, 
misinterpretations, or an inability to see the truth. Inverted, the sword loses its 
symbolism of piercing clarity and instead suggests a delay in understanding or 
the presence of misinformation. This position indicates mental scatter or feeling 
overwhelmed, making it challenging to arrive at a clear conclusion or make sense  
of one’s circumstances. 
 
There may be a misuse of intellectual power in contrast to the upright position’s 
representation of truth and clarity. Misapplied, the sword can cause harm, and  
as a result, it is a warning against speaking or acting without full knowledge or 
using words as weapons. One is urged to be cautious in their beliefs.

M I N O R  A R C A N A :  A C E  O F  S W O R D S

NUMEROLOGY COUNTZODIAC
Gemini, Libra,

Aquarius

ELEMENT
Air

PLANET

5, 111, 10
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Upright Interpretations

General Reading: This is a moment when you may gain a new understanding or 
see the truth in a situation. A time for clear thinking and honest communication.

Love Reading: Focus on clear communication with a partner and to understand 
the truth about your relationship. You may need a fresh start or a moment of 
realization regarding your feelings or your partner’s feelings.

Health Reading: Clarity regarding a health issue might emerge. This could be 
a diagnosis that finally provides answers or a newfound mental clarity that 
supports your overall well-being.

Career Reading: You are likely to experience a breakthrough in your career. 
This could be a new project, idea, or a fresh start. Clear communication and 
understanding will lead you to success.

Reversed Interpretations

General Reading: You might be feeling confused, misinformed, or mentally 
scattered. There may be misunderstandings or a lack of clear communication, 
causing hurdles in progress.

Love Reading: Misunderstandings, lack of clarity, or miscommunication may 
strain the relationship. It’s also possible that someone isn’t being entirely  
truthful or transparent about their feelings or intentions.

Health Reading: You might be facing misdiagnoses, or unclear information 
regarding health. It could also indicate mental fog or confusion, impacting  
mental well-being.

Career Reading: Misunderstandings or miscommunication might cause obstacles 
in your professional life. It’s essential to verify all information and ensure you’re 
clear in your professional interactions. Alternatively, there could be a delay in  
a new start or project.
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ZODIAC: Gemini (May 21 – June 20) is an Air sign ruled 
by Mercury. The dual nature of Gemini embodies a mix of yin and yang, 
and Geminis often feel as though they have two distinct sides.

Libra (September 23 – October 22) is an Air sign ruled by Venus. Libras 
often strive for harmony and balance in their lives.

Aquarius (January 20 – February 18) is an Air sign ruled by Uranus. 
Aquarians are self-reliant, analytical, independent, clever, and optimistic.

QABALISTIC SEPHIROT: Kether (Crown)

TIMING: December 23 – March 20

The Ace of Swords prominently features an upright sword as its primary symbol, 
representing the potency of intellect, transparency, and authenticity. Its double 
edge conveys the twofold nature of the mind, serving as an instrument for 
fairness and coherence or as a weapon of destruction and confusion. A crown 
frequently adorns or is punctured by the sword, connoting victory, power, and a 
divine mandate, which suggests that the wisdom or decisions attributed to this 
card transcend individual significance and bear cosmic weight. 
 
Clouds or tumultuous skies surround the sword, emphasizing that clarity often 
stems from disarray or turbulence. The hand that grasps the sword from the 
clouds reinforces the notion of divine or universal guidance, imparting this 
insight or veracity. The inclusion of mountainous backgrounds in some Tarot 
decks signifies challenges or impediments, implying that the truth uncovered 
by the Ace of Swords can surmount any obstacle. The Ace of Swords’ imagery 
collectively communicates a potent message concerning the transformative  
and illuminating influence of truth, discernment, and transparency.

HERMETIC QABALAH Associated Hebrew Letter: Waw – Hook, Nail 
(Connections, Secure)

ELEMENT: Air represents logic, intellect, and communication. The 
intangible element is considered to be active, masculine energy. It is 
associated with Spring, the Suit of Wands, and the East cardinal direction.


