
Crown:
Affluence

Ram Heads:
Aries

Mountains:
Challenges

White Beard:
Maturity and 

Wisdom Red Cloak: 
Passion and 
Power

Armor:
Protection

Golden Apple:
Earthly Authority

Ankh Scepter: 
Male Energy, Life

Hidden Water: 
Shrouded Emotion

Rigid Throne: 
Impartiality
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T H E  E M P E R O R
M A J O R  A R C A N A

Yes No Maybe

Names in Other Tarot Systems:
Golden Dawn: The Emperor

Tarot of Marseilles: L’Empereur
Thoth: The Emperor

Yes/No Reading:
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Upright: Leadership, Structure, Law and Order, Stability, Discipline 
The Emperor stands for structure, order, and leadership. Drawing this card might 
indicate that someone is providing guidance or setting clear boundaries in your 
life, or it may suggest it’s time for you to take on this role yourself. Embracing 
the Emperor’s energy involves taking charge, being disciplined, and upholding 
traditions or structures that have proven effective. 
 
The Emperor is a strategist. They think logically, value structure, and might advise 
careful planning over impulse. You may receive valuable advice or guidance from 
someone in a position of authority or experience. This could be a mentor, a boss, 
or a parental figure. The Emperor values traditions and conventions. The card 
might suggest that you adhere to established methods or that there’s wisdom in 
the tried and true. An Emperor-driven solution often relies on logic, practicality, 
and facts. It might be a time to set emotions aside and reason about a situation.

Reversed: Manipulation, Overbearing, Control, Tyrannical, Rigidity, Cruelty 
The reversed Emperor can indicate someone in a position of authority who is 
misusing or abusing their power. It may point to dominance, control, or even 
tyranny. The card can indicate a leader who isn’t stepping up, lacking confidence, 
or failing to make necessary decisions. This could also represent an inability to 
control one’s life or circumstances. Just as The Emperor stands for power and 
leadership, its reversal can indicate a fall from grace or being overthrown from  
a position of authority. 
 
While the upright Emperor champions structure and order, its reversal can denote 
excessive rigidity, leading to stagnation. It may be a sign that existing systems or 
rules are too constricting. The reversed Emperor can also suggest a desire to break 
free from established conventions, traditions, or structures. It might be a call to 
challenge the status quo.

M A J O R  A R C A N A :  T H E  E M P E R O R

HEBREW
Heh

COUNT
Zodiacal
Trump

12
ELEMENT

Fire
PLANET

Mars
ZODIAC

Aries
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BLACK 
Dignity, Force, 

Stability, Protection

YELLOW 
Confidence, Joy, 

Intellect, Optimism

RED 
Desire, Passion, 
Power, Vitality

ORANGE 
Energy, Vitality, 

Stimulation

CHAKRA:
Solar Plexus, Root

TIMING:
March 21 – April 19

NUMEROLOGY: 
4, 13

ARCANA RELATION:
Death

DEITY: 
Zeus, Men Thu

ANIMAL: 
Ram, Owl

CRYSTAL: 
Bloodstone, Carnelian, Fire 

Agate, Garnet, Hematite, Red 
Jasper, 

Ruby, Sapphire

PLANT: 
Atractylodes, Geranium, Ginger, 

Laurel, Mugwort, Oak, Olive, 
Tiger Lily

MAGICKAL ITEM: 
Burin, Horns, Staff

ARCHANGEL: 
Anael and Chamuel
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PLANET: Mars primarily governs energy, drive, and ambition. Mars is 
about starting new things, taking the initiative, and pioneering efforts.  
It’s also associated with with sexual attraction and raw physical energy.

ZODIAC: Aries (March 21 – April 19) is a Fire sign ruled by Mars. This 
sign embodies a determined, impulsive, and resolute energy.

ELEMENT: Fire represents energy, creativity, and power. It is the realm of 
love, courage, and action. It is associated with Summer, the Suit of Wands, 
and the South cardinal direction.

HERMETIC QABALAH Associated Hebrew Letter: Heh – Window  
(Vision, Reasoning)

TREE OF LIFE PATHWAY: 15th Path Between Chokmah (Wisdom) and 
Tipheret (Beauty)

Seated confidently on a stone throne, the Emperor often displays symbols of  
power and leadership, such as the ankh or a globe. Beneath their red robes lies 
armor, alluding to their role as a protector and a leader in battles. Representing  
the father figure of the Tarot, the Emperor embodies the ideals of structure,  
order, and leadership.

This card signifies the need for a strong foundation, security, and stability. 
The Emperor represents a protective force or the necessity to become one. It 
embodies the values of discipline, control, and regulation. It emphasizes the 
importance of establishing rules, enforcing boundaries, and ensuring order.

The Emperor is an assertive and dominant figure. Drawing this card suggests 
that it may be time to stand one’s ground or confront situations where someone 
may be exerting too much power. It is a reminder of the value of experience  
and established norms.


